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On August 23, 2012, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) hosted a public 
hearing for people to comment on the Draft Supplemental Environmental Impact 
Statement (DSEIS) for the Phase 3B of the White River, Indianapolis North Flood 
Reduction Project.  The DSEIS, release on June 29, 2012, recommends a 
floodgate across the Central Canal (Canal) at approximately Capitol Avenue and 
a concrete flood wall along Westfield Boulevard to the hill below Hinkle 
Fieldhouse at Butler University.  The plan also calls for the clearing of trees 30 
feet wide along Westfield Boulevard and all along the entire levee system in 
Warfleigh and Broad Ripple.   
 
Almost 250 people attended the comment period at the public hearing to voice 
concerns about and opposition to the proposed floodwall.  100% of speakers 
were opposed or expressed concerns. Additionally, in the week leading up to the 
August 23rd hearing both Butler University and Citizens Energy Group, which 
purchased the Canal and the water company from the City of Indianapolis, 
expressed opposition to the proposed plan.  The Butler University Trustees are 
concerned about the risks posed to the historic Holcomb Gardens.  Citizens 
Energy Group believes the plan puts the city’s water supply at risk (60% of the 
city’s drinking water comes from the Canal) and could cause roughly 5,000 
sewers to back up into residents’ homes if there were a flood. 
 
We, along with the Butler Tarkington Neighborhood Association (BTNA), oppose 
any plan that crosses the Canal and does not provide flood protection to our 
neighboring community of Rocky Ripple. It is our belief that the USACE and the 
city should listen to the neighborhoods instead of forcing an improperly designed 
project on the community. 
 
To achieve a project that protects everyone and preserves vital, core 
neighborhoods, the Canal, and Holcomb Gardens everyone needs to make their 
concerns known.  Citizens can provide written comments to the USACE and 
Mayor Ballard until September 28, 2012.  
 
Following conclusion of the DSEIS comment period, the USACE will prepare a 
Final SEIS (FSEIS) which will provide detailed responses to the public and 
agency comments and include changes and clarifications resulting from those 
comments as may be needed. The FSEIS will then be circulated to agencies and 
the pubic for a minimum 30-day review period, after which the Corps will make 
final decisions on the future direction of the project. Those decisions will beset 
forth in a Record of Decision (ROD) by the Corps of Engineers. The ROD will 
explain the reasons for the project decisions, based upon the information 
contained in the SEIS. 
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