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Northside neighborhood leaders Thursday blasted a new federal study that rejected requests to 
reroute a planned flood barrier around Rocky Ripple. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ study recommended sticking with the original path in part 
because changing course would more than triple the cost. The floodwall would run between the 
Central Canal and Westfield Boulevard west of Capital Avenue, continuing southward to Butler 
University property. 

That route drew protests last year from Rocky Ripple residents, who wouldn’t receive protection 
from White River flooding. Across the canal, many Butler-Tarkington residents object because a 
floodwall along Westfield could obstruct their canal view and access. 

“My initial reaction is that I don’t think the Corps took into consideration even a little bit the 
priorities of the neighborhoods being affected,” said City-County Councilman John Barth, who 
lives in Butler-Tarkington. 

The Indianapolis Department of Public Works had requested the Corps study an alternative to 
protect Rocky Ripple.  

A department spokeswoman declined to comment, saying officials were still reviewing the draft 
supplemental environmental impact statement issued by the Corps. 

The $14.4 million project would follow two other sections of flood barrier that have been built. The 
Corps will accept comments through Aug. 13 before finalizing its findings. The city is planning 
several public meetings this summer on the matter. 

Two other major changes were recommended in the study: 

> A 700-foot section of floodwall along Westfield would be a maximum 4 feet tall instead of 6 feet 
because the Corps agreed to allow removable panels at the top that could be installed before 
flood events. City officials lobbied for that change to limit the obstruction of residents’ canal view. 

> Along the two existing sections of levee and floodwall near Broad Ripple and the nearby 
Warfleigh neighborhood, the Corps is recommending that an additional 15 feet of vegetation and 
trees be cleared on the White River side of the barriers. The change is intended to meet Corps 
safety standards. 

About the Rocky Ripple issue, the study says moving the barrier to protect the town would add 
$36 million to the cost. The agency also cited environmental reasons for rejecting that option.  

And such a change would require more study and approval by officials in Washington, D.C., and 
potentially by Congress. That would delay the project by years, the study says. 

“It’s a cost ratio we have to look at,” said Carol Labashosky, a Corps spokeswoman in Louisville. 
“It didn’t pass muster.” 



But she added: “This is a recommendation. This is an alternative. This is the beginning of a 
process that’s going to continue.” 

Though the city wasn’t commenting Thursday, Labashosky said city officials still may have 
options available to salvage a floodwall path that protects Rocky Ripple. However, that might 
result in the city shouldering significantly more of the cost than its current 25 percent share. 

Rocky Ripple had opted out of the flood protection project in 1996, a decision by town officials 
that many residents now regret or say was ill-considered. 

Robert Tomey, the Town Council’s current president, reacted to the Corps’ new study by saying 
he felt betrayed by Indianapolis city officials.  

About the Corps’ concerns about the cost of protecting Rocky Ripple, he said: “There are 320 
homes there — it is economically feasible. Believe it or not, the Corps of Engineers works for us. 
And that’s something that the Corps keeps forgetting.” 
Barth, the city-county councilman, said the Corps’ action “shows a real tone-deafness that’s 
concerning.” 

“You’ve got to remember that these waterways going through Butler-Tarkington and Rocky Ripple 
are in many ways the backbones of our neighborhoods,” said Barth, a Democrat. “To mess with 
them without any thought to the communities is not paying attention to the long-term viability of 
the neighborhoods.”  

Even if the Corps pushes forward with the project, it’s unclear when the project will begin 
construction, since federal funding isn’t set aside yet. The project includes 8,200 feet of floodwall 
and earthen levee and a gate crossing the canal. 

But timing is important for residents and businesses near the two sections that were built earlier. 
Until the third section is constructed downstream, they won’t receive flood-protection certification 
needed to save on flood insurance. 

 


